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Donizetti’s Teacher
with a Venice Premier

Mayr, Johann Simon; [Giuseppe Maria Fop-
pa]. David in spelunca Engaddi. Actio
sacra pro filiabus chori S. Lazari Mendi-
cantium.... Venice: n.p., 1795.

Octavo (19 cm); 20 pages. Woodblock vi-
gnette on title page. Text in Latin. Bound in
red, green, and gold woodblock-printed dec-
orated wraps finished by hand. Stain across
upper margin, mostly on first and last pages.

Old vertical fold.

Libretto of the 1795 oratorio (David in the
Cave of Engedi) by the German-born com-
poser Simon Mayr who emigrated to Italy at
age 25 and, as choirmaster at Bergamo, was
Donizetti's music teacher, The current orato-
rio debuted in Venice with this libretto, ap-
parently by Giuseppe Foppa (according to
Franz Steiger, Opernlexikon, 1, 301). Bound
in genuine Remondini 3-color woodblock
wraps (Ulustrated in Milano and Villani, Le
carte decorate della Raccolta Bertarells, #59).

$500



